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Japan comes to Manchester on Saturday 21st October in the
form of Japan Day, organised by Japan Society North West.
The event, in the Great Hall of Manchester Town Hall, opens
to the public at 11.00 am, runs through to 5.00 pm - and
entry is free!

With the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Japan Day will be
opened by the Japanese Ambassador, His Excellency Mr
Yoshiji Nogami,on his first visit to the city.

Early birds will catch the first of several performances by
Tamashii Daiko, leading UK exponents of the dramatic art
of taiko drumming.  Throughout the day there will be
demonstrations of martial arts including kendo (fencing)
and kyudo (archery).  For those interested in the finer arts
there will be ikebana (flower arranging), origami (paper
folding), Japanese gardens, music, ukiyo-e (woodblock
prints), kimono and embroidery. Japanese artefacts and

finishing touches for your home will be on display and
available to purchase.

Sushi chef Takemoto-san will demonstrate how to make
perfect sushi and Japanese foodstuffs will be on sale.

Modern Japanese culture of the otaku, currently being
celebrated by Jonathan Ross in Japanorama on BBC3, is
catered for with a display of manga (comic books).
The lucky winner of the first prize in the raffle will pocket
two return tickets to Japan, courtesy of Japan Airlines -
so will experience all this and more at first hand.

Japanese music played during the event will be provided
by musicians from the Royal Northern College of Music.

All in all, Japan Day promises to be a popular and
exciting event with something for everyone.
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Of Cheese, Rice Cakes and Rabbits
in the Moon By Samuel Rosen

Uryoshi

The Kagawa region on the island of Shikoku is famous for
Sanuki Udon (thick noodles), and there is quite a staggering
variety of udon available. Although the names of some are
self-explanatory, there are also those with names which,
whilst reflecting the ingredients to a Japanese patron, may
appear somewhat esoteric to the foreigner. Most of the
names used for these have several explanations regarding
their origin. Udon (fox ), for example, are

deep-fried tofu, which is put on top, or perhaps because  of
the legendary
popularity of deep-
fried tofu among
foxes - foxes being a
major presence in
Japanese folklore.
Similarly
udon derive their
name from the
practice of
(moon viewing) and
their nomenclature is derived from fact that the raw egg
which is dropped into the soup has the aspect of a full
moon floating on the water.

Like the world-famous cherry blossom and plum blossom
viewing,  is a traditional pastime with a long history
in Japan. Along with the reams of poetry, countless Ukiyoe,
brush drawings and sketches, there are a great many myths
and folk legends dealing with the moon and themes related
to the moon throughout the history of Japanese literature.
Some are Buddhist in origin, others Shinto, and as with
many Japanese folk tales, stories of foxes, rabbits,
princesses and bamboo-cutters abound.
On the mythological side, perhaps the most famous of the
moon-tales is , also known as

. It is a story which is drummed
into Junior high school children (and many a foreign
university student) as a starter text for learning the
intricacies of basic classical Japanese grammar. The tale
contains many familiar elements and tells of how an old
man and his wife find a tiny baby girl (she is, it transpires,
a young princess banished from the court of the moon) in
a bamboo stalk. As they are themselves without children,

they decide to take her in and raise her as their own.
Eventually she grows to be a beautiful young lady and in
a story paralleled across a great many traditions she is
courted by a succession of eager suitors for whom she
sets a series of impossible tasks. To cut a long story
short, despite attempting a variety of ruses and tricks,
inevitably they all fall short of the mark and are
disgraced accordingly. Ultimately Kaguya Hime is
collected by her moon-dwelling relations who, taking
her from her earthbound parents, return her to the
palace in the moon.

This is a popular and well-known fairy tale, which is not
dissimilar to any number of folk stories from across the
world. Certainly the theme of a beautiful princess setting
a series of impossible tasks for wily suitors occurs in
countless forms in countless cultures. There is, however,
another equally famous tale with a far more distinctly
‘Japanese feel’ to it which like many a Japanese tale
recurs in different forms throughout Japanese folklore
cutting across both the Buddhist and Shinto traditions.
It is one of the most poignant of the Japanese moon
myths, and it explains the origin of the rabbit which
Japanese people see in the full moon and along with it,
the origin of the well-known poem/song

Once upon a time, there were three friends; a fox, a
monkey and a rabbit. They all got along very well and
despite their obvious potential differences, they used to
play together in the hills and the forests. One day the
god on the plain of high heaven was looking down on
the earth and seeing them merrily frolicking, he decided
to pay them a visit. Disguising himself as a humble old
man, he went down to where they lived to beg for some
food. All being kind of heart they were more than willing
to help. The monkey - agile and dextrous - brought fruit
and nuts, the fox – cunning and quick brought fish and
rice cakes (In some versions he performs a sacred
dance), however the rabbit, only used to eating grass
could find nothing to offer. Scorned by the fox and the
monkey for his inability to provide, the rabbit bade them
make a fire. He hurried off into the woods as if to find
some great bounty and on his return, empty-handed
and humbled, he threw himself into the roaring flames
offering himself up to the old man in a totally selfless



E-mail us at info@jsnw.org.uk3

(and dare I suggest it - particularly Japanese) act of self-
immolation.

The god, deeply moved by this awesome devotion carried
the rabbit out of the flames and up to the moon where he
lives to this day eternally hopping around and pounding
Japanese rice cakes (Mochizuki). Although there are many
versions of the story, which emphasise different aspects of
the story, the definitive version, written in verse, was

(1603~1867), and his poetic rendition is probably the most
widely recognised today. There are several other versions
of this tale which were written as parables under the
influence of Buddhism and deal with ideas related to
reincarnation and karma. Aside from any mythical or
religious role the moon may play in Japanese literature, it is
firmly fixed in at the heart of the Japanese aesthetic,
holding a place of honour alongside such recognised
favourites as the cherry blossom and the autumn leaves.
The famous  and the  contain many
references to the moon, the phases of the moon and the
moon’s reflection on bodies of water. Like many of the
things which are considered to be traditionally Japanese,
moon-viewing traces its origins back to early T’ang dynasty
China and the moon-viewing parties of the aristocracy,
which does not of course detract in any way from its
quintessential “Japaneseness”. The moon is one of the
traditionally accepted staple themes for traditional
Japanese poetry, a form which is notoriously prescriptive in
its restrictions on ‘suitable’ subjects.

The design of a traditional Japanese garden – particularly
one in the style of the Heian period, when moon-viewing
and other such ‘aesthetic pursuits’ were at their peak,
offers something of an insight into what Japanese people
traditionally have regarded as the best ways to view the
moon.  In gardens covering relatively large areas, systems
of lakes and ponds form an integral part of the garden
architecture, providing at once a stage and a backdrop for
moon-viewing parties. When the season for moon-
watching came around, courtiers could take to small boats
and drift around composing poetry, or sit in open-walled
pavilions overlooking the lakes. Although it is not quite as
popular for modern Japanese people to go punting around
parks in the middle of the night, some of the traditions
associated with moon-viewing persist today.  In Kagawa,

Ritsurin Park, although a
much later development

(Walk-around garden), is a
superb illustration of how
effectively water features can
be used in relation to moon-
viewing. A central feature of

Ritsurin Park is roughly translated as
, which takes its somewhat

esoteric name from a stanza (Haruyama no Tsukiyo) by
the T’ang dynasty Chinese poet Uryoshi with which this
article begins.
 As with cherry blossom viewing,
Plum blossom viewing and Iris
viewing, the season for moon-
viewing in Japan is essentially
fixed. Strictly speaking, there
are two opportunities a year for
‘proper’ . The first is
during the  festival beginning on the 11th August
2003, with the 15th of August suggested as the best day
for moon viewing parties. The  season is for many
Japanese people a time for reflection as well as a time for
holidaying, for it is the time when dead ancestors return
to their tombs. The 12th~13th – the first two days of
are given over to the ancestors and are traditionally
spent putting  (sweet wheat dumplings) on their
tombs. The 14th~15th are spent with the family, and it is
at this time that moon-viewing parties are most often
held. Naturally, as with almost all parties the sake will
flow, and there is nothing to stop moon-viewing parties
from being boisterous, rowdy affairs. Generally,
however, they tend to be a little more subdued than the
cherry blossom viewing parties of April and May and the
atmosphere is more one of quiet contemplation than out
and out Hedonism. The second official moon-viewing
season is in late autumn, from October through to
November, when the autumn moon is said to be at its
most beautiful. The ideal aspect of a Japanese moon-
viewing moon, and probably the most often depicted in
Japanese art, is a full orb with two hazy wisps of cloud
trailing across its face. This is, incidentally the origin of
the Sino-Japanese character for moon:

So the next time you
eat udon with a raw
egg in it, you may
perhaps want to
reflect on over a
thousand years of
moon-viewing
history, Heian
courtiers and T’ang
aristocrats. Who
knows, it may even
provide you with the
inspiration you need
to plan your own
moon-viewing
party...
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Discovering Japan through textiles
and kimono, a personal journey

Friday 6 October 2006  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Graham Worth, an academic and expert on Japanese textile
crafts from Manchester Metropolitan University,has agreed
to give a talk to JSNW members in October. The venue will
be the All Saints Campus of Manchester Metropolitan
University.

Graham is a JSNW member who has made several visits to
Japan, meeting and working with some of the most highly
skilled Japanese craftsmen dyers and kimono makers. In
particular he has been spending time with the dyer Nasu
san, some of whose exquisite work is shown here.

This talk will appeal to all those who are interested in
Japanese art and culture.

Graham was fortunate enough to be introduced to a
Japanese craftsman, a yuzen dyer, Nasu Sachio in 2003.
Nasu san introduced him to a deep understanding of
kimono design and a Japanese way of being not often
available to Western eyes. The blend of a traditional craft
and an introduction to a way of life little understood in
the West is a fascinating journey. The talk will include
images of kimono, Tokyo life and the art of a master
craftsman practising his art on a daily basis.

Cavendish Lecture Theatre,
Cavendish South Building,
Cavendish Street,
Manchester M15 6BG
(All Saints Campus of
Manchester Metropolitan University)

October Event
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Return to Liverpool World Museum
Friday 17 November.

Those members who joined us last year for a visit to the
Liverpool World Museums' 'back room store' will know
immediately that a repeat visit is not to be missed. We get
to see and handle items that are normally tucked away
safely and not on public display. This year we'll be
following up on the recent JSNW talk on swords and armour
- a full set of Samurai warrior armour is going to be
brought out for us, and we'll also get to see more of the
Museum's stock of Netsuke and related objects (which
aroused so much awe and enthusiasm last time).

As an added bonus the curator, Emma Martin, will be
telling us about the highlights of her trip to a world
conference on Japanese textiles, from which she will
have returned only days before our visit.

For those members who are interested and have the
time, we're going to meet up at 12.00 for a lunch-time
Japanese meal at the Sapporo Teppanyaki Restaurant.
Sapporo have recently become Corporate members of
JSNW; in addition to receiving a 10% discount on the bill,
hopefully we'll enjoy a special treat as this will be the
first formal visit by the Society to a Sapporo restaurant
(they also have one in Manchester). You'll have to settle
your own bill for the meal but the museum visit is free
of charge (the visit is for JSNW members only).

Meet at 12.00 for the meal at Sapporo Teppanyaki
Restaurant, 34 Duke Street, East Village, Liverpool, L1
5AG.

If you wish to attend the museum visit only, meet at the
museum reception desk at 1.45: World Museum
Liverpool, William Brown Street, Liverpool, L3 8EN

Booking is essential for both parts of the event. Please
e-mail dmwillis@blueyonder.co.uk or phone 01704-
878994 (answermachine), before Monday 13 November.

November Event

Bonenkai
December 9th  Lymm Village Hall  7:30 to 10:30 pm
Get the details in your diaries now of the Society's
Christmas event and anticipation for a happy and
successful New Year; the Bonenkai. It's to be held at Lymm
Village Hall, Pepper Street, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 0JB.
We'll have some welcome drinks from 7.30 onwards and
then look forward to the excellent food being prepared for
us by Society member Takeyasu, whose dishes we've
enjoyed on a number of occasions.

You will need to book before Thursday 30 November by
E-mail to dmwillis@blueyonder.co.uk or phone 01704-
878994 (answer machine).

Events in 2007
The JSNW committee is currently making plans for next
years programme. Here is where you come in. We’d love
to hear from you if you have any ideas.

In particular we were wondering about holding some
“getting to know the North West” meetings, showing
English and Welsh culture. This might be especially
attractive to our Japanese members and friends.
Suggestions so far  include hillwalking in Wales, blossom
watching, hiring a canal boat for the day, exploring
caves in the Pennines, attending a beer festival, visiting
the salt mines of Cheshire, or even a Maize Maze visit
next summer.

Ideas please, and comments to us at info@jsnw.co.uk or
call John Croall on 01925 757077

Upcoming Events
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Event Review:

The History of Japanese Gardens
by Professor Fukuhara

Wednesday 13 September 2006  6:45 for 7:00 pm

This was a joint meeting of the JSNW and the Friends of
Ness, held in Ness Gardens’ excellent modern lecture
theatre.

(From right to left: Professor Masao Fukuhara, Angela Davies, and
Hiroyuki Tsuji

The professor was an excellent and amusing speaker,
imparting the passion he has for Japanese gardens effec-
tively. His Japanese was ably interpreted for us by JSNW
member Angela Davies. First the professor took us

and Asuka Periods (592-710) to modern times. His pho-
tographs well-illustrated his topic. Particularly fascinat-
ing, to me anyway, was the number of ancient gardens
discovered and restored via archaeology. The professor
also spoke about the  styles of Japanese Gardens. The
world of gardens can be classified broadly into those
conveying ‘Natural Scenery’ and those that are ‘Crafted’,
with the ‘Natural Scenery’ Style belonging to the gardens
of Korea, China and Japan. Japanese Garden Styles he
discussed included Pond and Stream, Dry Stone and Tea
Gardens.

Professor Masao Fukuhara is Professor at the Osaka Uni-
versity of Arts and has worked on the design, planning
and overseeing of Japanese gardens at home in Japan and
throughout the world, as well as working on the restora-
tion of some of the ancient and traditional gardens of
Japan. Some of the projects he has been responsible for in
the UK include the Japanese landscape at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, the design and restoration of the Japanese
Garden at Tatton Park, design of the Japanese Garden for
Japan 2001 at the Chelsea Flower Show, (which won Gold
and was awarded ‘Best in Show), and the redesign of the
Rock Garden at RHS Wisley.

Japanese Jigsaws!
Have a look at Brian Chandler’s wonderful website:

At http://imaginatorium.org

Brian is an Englishman living in Sano Prefecture in Japan.
He lived for a time right here in the North West. Brian is a
photographer and Japanese Jigsaw retailer. You can see
his photographs and interesting articles about living in
Japan on his site. You can also click to visit the shop and
have a look at the puzzles for sale.

Your editor has bought many jigsaws from Brian now. I  I
love the scenic ones, and the colourful views of ancient
temples in autumn with scarlet foliage all around.

If you like jigsaws but have never done a Japanese jigsaw
you are in for a treat. They are incredibly well made -
every piece just fits - none of the usual “is this piece in the
right place?” palaver. Below see a picture of my current
project - Hokkaido Poppy Field ‘Hill of Poppy’

Event Review:

Samurai and Swords
Sat 15 July, Liverpool World Museum

Looks like it was a success. Here’s a few piccies:
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Corporate Corner
It would be great if those corporate members that receive
this newsletter would pass on their copies for circulation
within their company, and for individual members to
consider passing theirs to a friend or colleague who might
be persuaded to join?

The Sir Peter Parker Awards for Spoken
Business Japanese

JETRO London and the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London (SOAS) are pleased to inform you of the
above speech contest that will take place on Thursday 15th

February 2007. We would be most grateful if you could pass
this information on to any colleagues, associates or friends
who may by interested in this contest. For further information
and an application form for the Business Category, please
contact Mrs Eleanor Feldman, Language Centre, School of
Oriental and African Studies, 020 7898 4875, ef@soas.ac.uk
or visit the following link:
http://www.soas.ac.uk/languagecentre/Japanese/sppa

TRB receives Queen’s Award
for Enterprise in International Trade
On April 21, Her Majesty The Queen approved the Prime
Minister’s recommendation that a Queen’s Award for
Enterprise be conferred on TRB Limited, a subsidiary of
Tokai Rika. The company, which employs around 200
people, assembles automotive switches for the UK, French
and Turkish markets, and distributes switches made by the
parent company to the rest of Europe. TRB won the Award
for more than trebling its export earnings over three years
to nearly £32.6 million per annum. The company
concentrates on selling high value added and specification
switches for quality car manufacturers as well as offering
technical design and engineering solutions, efficient parts
delivery and after sales quality.
Managing Director Annesley Wright commented that the
team at TRB were very proud to have their efforts publicly
recognised in this way. In his view, the Award reflected the
emphasis placed by the company on quality products and
efficient processes. TRB is based in St Asaph, Denbighshire.

(source The Embassy of Japan Newsletter No. 737)

Members Help Wanted
 is looking for a UK based, preferably Japanese,

kimono maker who can occasionally repair/alter kimono
for her and perhaps make the occasional kimono for her
customers from the kimono fabrics that she sells.

 lived in Japan for 3 years. He now lives in the
Manchester area and would like to keep up his Japanese
language. Are there any Japanese people interested in
language exchange? Harald also speaks German.

If you would like to contact these members, please email
Louise at info@jsnw.org.uk, or telephone 01925 757077

Japan News

Shinzo Abe (52) will be appointed Prime Minister of
Japan by parliament on September 26th. He succeeds
Junichiro Koizumi who has been Prime Minister for the
last 5 and a half years. For more on this look at
http://www.economist.com/displaystory.cfm?story_id=7950
187

Prince Hisahito (born 6 September 2006) is the third
child of Prince and Princess Kiko, and their first son. He
was born at 8:27 a.m. (Japan Standard Time) by Caesar-
ean section.  According to the current law of succession,
he is third in line of succession to become Emperor of
Japan. He is the first boy to be born into the Imperial
family for over forty years.

His personal name means "serene and virtuous," ac-
cording to the Imperial Household Agency.  His name
was chosen by his father, and his mother the princess
chose the Imperial crest used to mark his belongings,
the koyamaki (Japanese Umbrella-pine) tree. Princess
Kiko has offered to donate the umbilical cord blood to
the Japanese Cord Blood Bank Network for public use.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Hisahito_of_Akishino)

ACE suitcases sales skyrocket with new for old strategy.
Made in Hokkaido the bright red polycarbonate model
is a popular model.
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=
7855086

The effects of global warming? Rice grown in Hokkaido
is becoming a big seller.
http://www.asahi.com/english/Herald-
asahi/TKY200609220199.html
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The Tamashii School of Taiko, established in 2003, is a London based Team headed by Liz Walters.

Liz has been teaching and performing professionally for over ten years and is possibly the foremost female Taiko player
in the UK.  Originally performing with Mugenkyo and more recently world musicians Joji Hirota, Pete Lockett and Guo
Yue, she has toured extensively in the UK, Europe, Malaysia, Japan and the US.

Liz also delivers Taiko workshops for all levels of players in the UK, France and Italy and annually travels to Japan to help
facilitate International Courses with her Teacher, Masaaki Kurumaya, in Fukui. Students of the Tamashii School of Taiko
for the main part, study traditional Hokkuriku style, which blends Mitsu-Uchi rhythm and self-expression through solo
playing. In Japan there are now over 10,000 Taiko groups.  Hokkuriku style is unique and is one of the most challenging
techniques to learn and perform.

A key component to their style is the direction of ‘ki’ energy into their playing.


